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What Is Anthropology?
Anthropology, a uniquely comparative and holistic science, confronts and ponders major 

questions of human existence as it explores human biological and cultural diversity in time and 
space.

The main aim of the course is to discover and learn the basic subjects of the science of 
anthropology. At the end of this course students are able to

- Understand the basics of Anthropology and the relationship between Psychological studies 
and Anthropology.

- Learn the different methods to analyze the effect of culture on human behavior and present 
solutions to problems related to this issue.

- Learn about the way gender roles, family and marriage relations, and religious rituals 
develop in different cultures and present scientific hypotheses for new scientific research related to 
these issues.

- Analyze the current cultural problems in the light of anthropological inquiry.
- Develop skills to analyze the contribution of anthropological studies to psychological 

science and present suggestions on how they might be able to help to understand the classical 
psychological issues.

Hope to enjoy your journey... ☺

Course Materials
Primary Textbook
Kottak, C. P. (2011). Anthropology: Appreciating human diversity. Boston: McGraw Hill.

Suggested References
Diamond, J. (2005). Guns, germs and steel: A short history of everybody for the last 13.000 years. London: 

Vintage Books.

Harari, Y. N. (2015). Sapiens: A brief history of humankind. NY: HarperCollins.

Harari, Y. N. (2017). Homo deus: A brief history of tomorrow. NY: HarperCollins.

Plagiarism and Cheating
Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses and may be punished by failure on an exam, 

paper, or projects; failure in the course; and/or expulsion from the university.
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Evaluation of Student Performance and Grading
Pop Quizzes: The number of pop quizzes are 

uncertain. Since they are designed to keep students 
awake about the course topics, you have to be 
prepared in advance. There will be no make-ups for 
these quizzes. The maximum possible point is 20.

Midterm: It is a combination of open-ended 
questions and fill in the blanks examination about the 
topics discussed in the class sessions and the 

textbook. The maximum possible point is 40.
Final Exam: Students will have a comprehensive final exam including questions which are 

aimed to integrate given materials and to produce new ideas. The final exam will grasp the topics 
discussed in the whole semester. The maximum possible point is 40.

Tentative Course Schedule
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Source Percentage

Pop Quizzes 20

Midterm Exam 40

Final Exam 40

Total 100

Week Date Topic
#1 18/02/2020 Getting Acquainted and Introduction to Anthropology

20/02/2020
#2 25/02/2020 What is Anthropology?

27/02/2020
#3 03/03/2020 Culture

05/03/2020
#4 10/03/2020 Evolution & Genetics

12/03/2020
#5 17/03/2020 Early Hominins

19/03/2020
#6 24/03/2020 Archaic Homo

26/03/2020
#7 31/03/2020 The Origin and Spread of Modern Humans

02/04/2020
#8 07/04/2020 *** MidTerm Week ***
#9 14/04/2020 Method & Theory in Cultural Differences 

16/04/2020
#10 21/04/2020 Ethnicity & Race

23/04/2020 National Sovereignty and Children's Day
#11 28/04/2020 Gender

30/04/2020
#12 05/05/2020 Marriage

07/05/2020
#13 12/05/2020 Religion

14/05/2020
#14 19/05/2019 Commemoration of Atatürk, Youth and Sports Day

21/05/2020 General Evaluation


