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What Is (Not) Social Psychology?
Social psychology is defined as the scientific discipline that attempts to understand 

and explain how the thought, feeling, and behavior or individuals are influenced by the 
actual, imagined, or implied presence of others (Gordon Alport). Social psychology is 
studied in both psychology and sociology (emphasis on person and society, respectively).

Social psychology should be differentiated from other “social” areas in that the 
former uses experimental methodology more often. The major aim of the social 
psychology is to find experimentally gathered evidences (cause-effect relationships) about 
human behavior in their social environment. If social psychologists are interested in the 
motion picture Grease (1978) they would examine the perception of Sandra by Danny and 
his followers, they also try to understand and measure the affect, behavior and cognition of 
the relationship and the environment in which the love takes place.

At the end of this course students are able to;
- Learn the fundamental concepts and theories of social psychology which attempts 

to understand and explain how individuals are influenced by the actual, imagined or 
implied presence of others. 

- Learn the basic approaches and researches in social psychology. 
- Have knowledge about the topics of social relations and applied social psychology 

which constitute the general frame of the course.
- Learn about the way how they can develop a research question of social 

psychology and determine the proper research method for the question.
Social psychology is not an arm-chaired science; that is social psychologists do not 

just theorizing about the things surround them. Rather they make systematic analyses of 
the questions under investigation. Finally, social psychology is a very different and 
challenging course. It is about you, by “you” I mean “real you”.

Hope to enjoy your journey... ☺

Course Materials
Main Textbook
Aranson, E., Wilson, T. D., & Akert, R. M. (2014). Social psychology (8th. ed.). USA: Pearson.

Plagiarism and Cheating
Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses and may be punished by failure on an 

exam, paper, or projects; failure in the course; and/or expulsion from the university.
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Evaluation of Student Performance and Grading
Pop Quizzes: The number of pop quizzes are 
uncertain. Since they are designed to keep 
students awake about the course topics, you have 
to be prepared in advance. There will be no 
make-ups for these quizzes. The maximum 
possible point is 20.

Midterm: It is a combination of open-ended 
questions and fill in the blanks examination about the topics discussed in the class 
sessions and the textbook. The maximum possible point is 40.

Final Exam: Students will have a comprehensive final exam including questions 
which are aimed to integrate given materials and to produce new ideas. The final exam 
will grasp the topics discussed in the whole semester. The maximum possible point is 40.

Tentative Course Schedule
Week Date Topic

#1 19/02/2020 Introducing The Course

#2 26/02/2020 Conformity: Influencing Behaviour - I

#3 04/03/2020 Conformity: Influencing Behaviour - II (Make a Difference Day!)

#4 11/03/2020 Group Processes: Influence in Social Groups - I

#5 18/03/2020 Group Processes: Influence in Social Groups - II

#6 25/03/2020 Interpersonal Attraction I

#7 01/04/2020 Interpersonal Attraction II

#8 08/04/2020 *** Mid-term Week ***

#9 15/04/2020 Prejudice: Causes, Consequences, and Cures - I

#10 22/04/2020 Prejudice: Causes, Consequences, and Cures - II

#11 29/04/2020 Prosocial Behavior: Why Do People Help?

#12 06/05/2020 Aggression: Why Do We Hurt Other People?

#13 13/05/2020 Social Psychology in Action

#14 20/05/2020 General Evaluation
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Source Percentage

Pop Quizzes 20

Midterm Exam 40

Final Exam 40

Total 100


